USE OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS:
TURKISH GOVERNMENT
STOP
THE PROSECUTION BANK

No to the Turkish invasion in South Kurdistan (Iraq)
On April 23, 2021, the Turkish army launched a new full-scale invasion of Southern
Kurdistan. Thousands of soldiers are using warplanes and drones to a ack the
mountainous area, which has been controlled by the Kurdish People's Defense Forces
(HPG) for decades. The daily ba les have killed hundreds of people on both sides so far.
Targeted villages and cul vated areas are also being a acked by the Turkish military.
Several civilians are dead, many thousands of people are on the run. The Turkish army
has forests cut down - thousands of hectares so far - and new military posts built in the
previously occupied areas. The cri cism of the weak Iraqi government against this
invasion and especially of the people of Southern Kurdistan are ignored by Turkey.
With this protest we would like to draw your a en on to the use of chemical weapons
by Turkey. The use of these weapons, which are banned by your ins tu on, clearly
violates the standards, norms and agreements of the Organiza on for the Prohibi on of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW). We know that many states, including Turkey, have signed
trea es such as the Chemical Weapons Conven on, commi ng not to use chemical or
other banned weapons. Through the silence of the interna onal community and the
OPCW, Turkey has been encouraged to use chemical weapons against Kurdish resistance
forces and civilians in southern Kurdistan since April 23, 2021. Since the beginning of
the Turkish invasion of South Kurdistan, the Turkish army has been systema cally using
chemical weapons to destroy the guerrillas and drive civilians from their homes.
The invasion, launched on the eve of the 106th anniversary of the genocide of
Armenians and Assyrians, does not aim at crushing the Kurdish resistance but at a longterm occupa on of Southern Kurdistan. It is part of Turkey's neo-O oman expansionism
in the Middle East. Turkey has not discussed a peaceful solu on to the Kurdish ques on
since 2015. At that me, it unilaterally stopped nego a ons with the Kurds and ended
the ceaseﬁre, which also leads to the suppression of democra c le forces in Turkey.
Since 2016, Turkey has also been carrying out invasions against the Kurds and allied
forces in Rojava/Northern and Eastern Syria. For example, in 2018 and 2019, Afrîn,
Serekaniye and Tel Abyad areas were occupied and more than 400,000 people were
displaced.
We call on interna onal civil society to protest everywhere against the use of chemical
weapons against the guerrillas and to bring the Turkish state to jus ce for its crimes
against humanity. The interna onal community and the OPCW are called to ac on to
put the Turkish government in the dock for its use of chemical weapons.
Let's stop the Turkish invasion of Southern Kurdistan together!
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