
Artists’
declaration

F O R
O C A L A N ’ S  F R E E D O M



Throughout the centuries, since the earliest 
times and in every established civilisation 
across the world, artists, writers and creative 
workers have placed themselves at the 
forefront of the struggle for human liberation. 



Art is an enhanced form of human expression embodying the power of communication, with 

a capacity to transmit shared values and represent common experiences that are felt and 

lived by people in different communities and over successive generations.  Creative artists 

are essentially engaged in the process of communication whether the tools of their craft are 

words, sounds or images. 

As creative artists we understand the absolute necessity of freedom and what it means for 

the human spirit. Freedom nurtures life and sustains human creativity. Freedom is a living 

principle that connects all humanity. It is a basic requirement of our existence, one that is as 

essential as food, water, shelter and rest.  Like a flower needs the light of the sun, humanity 

needs freedom. To deny it is to shut out the light and stifle life.  

Artistic expression thrives in conditions of freedom. The best examples of art are enjoyed 

as shared experience and represent the common values of humanity. Art possesses the 

unique ability to connect people beyond time and space in history and culture; it enables 

people to transcend borders and surmount all the barriers of language, age, social class, 

custom and education. Great art challenges its audience to question its own deeply held 

beliefs and to rethink its most cherished attitudes. It dispels ignorance, prejudice and 

misunderstanding.     

Creative artists recognise that they have a duty to uphold common values. We perform a 

vital function in our society, guiding popular opinion and acting as the consciences of the 

nation. There is nothing cynical about the essential truth of art. 

As educators and communicators, as artists we carry on our responsibilities with the utmost 

seriousness with integrity and profoundest commitment. The writers of the Romantic 

movement regarded themselves as the “unacknowledged legislators” of their nations, in the 

words of the poet Shelley.   

The Kurdish people, like ourselves, are deeply attached to their culture. They are right to be 

proud of their rich and ancient heritage, language, shared values, folk customs, poetry and 

traditions of storytelling.  

The Kurds share with every nation a desire to express themselves by composing music, 

performing dance, creating visual art, writing verse, and are active in all the contemporary 

forms of artistic production including film, theatre and video art. These expressions of their 

humanity cannot be denied them.    

Abdullah Ocalan, the outstanding leader of the Kurdish people, has shown immense 

dignity, integrity, selfless commitment and profound foresight over the years, even during 

the decades of his imprisonment. He has inspired multiple generations of Kurdish people to 

live their lives in dignity and self-respect. He has been a great teacher and encouraged 

Kurdish men and women to stand tall and stand up for their rights as free human beings. 



Throughout their history, the Kurds have been compelled to struggle for their freedom 

confronted with the intolerance and cruelty of the Turkish state. Ocalan has offered them 

hope and a means of liberation. The contemporary Kurdish political struggle has 

engendered a tremendous renaissance in Kurdish culture, numerous examples of which 

can be found in art, music, literature and cinema.        

Abdullah Ocalan himself has written much about the place of culture and language in the 

lives of the Kurds. He recognises that art is an expression of Kurdish identity and that 

freedom is a necessary requirement for it to flourish. Art and freedom are both essential for 

human dignity.    

As artists we understand that freedom is essential for the dignity and integrity of every 

individual. Abdullah Ocalan has served his time and deserves his freedom. He has clearly 

demonstrated that he is a responsible political leader of his people and has shown that his 

word can be trusted. It is time for him to be given his freedom.



SUPPORTED BY



Peace in Kurdistan Campaign; Global Rights & Diritti Globali, News and International 
Magazine; Dafydd Iwan, Welsh singer-songwriter and Welsh language campaigner; Mark 
Thomas, comedian, political satirist; Dr Jennifer Langer, Founding Director Exiled Writers 

Ink; David Morgan, writer and poet; Maxine Peake, actress; Brian Eno, musician, 

composer, visual artist; Jan Woolf, writer; Seamas Carraher, Irish poet and writer; James 
Kelman, writer; Nathan Felix, composer, US; Blake Weaver, producer, US; Alix Davis, 
artist, Toronto, Canada; Julia Pascal PhD, playwright; Rahila Gupta, writer; Diane 
Lanford, novelist; Penelope Dimond, actress and writer; Greta Sykes, poet and writer; 

Doug Nicholls, writer; Thomas Jeffrey Miley, writer; Les Levidow, musician and activist; 

Felix Padel, writer and musician; Steve Sweeney, journalist and writer; Janet Biehl, writer 

and artist, US; Leon Rosselson, song-writer, children’s author; David Rovics, musician 

and author, US; Dave Lippman, songster, US; Jagdeep Raina, artist; Aonghas 
Macneacail, Scottish poet; Sara Kermanian, writer and poet; Naomi Salaman, conceptual 

artist, writer, curator; Emily Johns, Artist; Atiha Sen Gupta, playwright; Tony Shephard, 
musician, graphic designer; Jonathan Chadwick, Director, Az Theatre company; Quincy 
Saul, musician; Mehrnoosh Fetrat, Director, US; Bri Talbot, Guitarist, UK; Mattias 
Johansson, Musician, Sweden; Dr Camilla Power, writer; Dr Chris Knight, writer; Dirk 
Campbell, musician; Jack Hirschman, Emeritus Poet Laureate of San Francisco, US; 

Agneta Falk, Swedish-born poet and painter, US;  Paolo Rossi,  comedian, Italy;  Moni 
Ovadia, artist, actor, musician, Italy; Nādt Orchestra, world music group, Italy; Simone 
Nola, musician, Italy; Lorenzo Napoletani, musician, Italy; Domenico Romano, musician, 

Italy; Marco Porcelluzzi, musician, Italy; Lorenzo Righetti, musician, Italy; Yado Uzun, 
musician, Italy;  Gionata Lazzari, musician, Italy;  Vincenzo Amodeo, musician, Italy; 

Sandra Graniti, musician, Italy; Dennis Ghiani, artist, Italy; Vincenzo Durante, musician, 

Italy;  Valentino Roberto  Pirino, musician, Italy;  Anna Lombardo, poet, Italy;  Azibar 
Terreros Ulibarri, musician, Basque Country; José Ochoa, musician, Cantabria;



Rafael Moran, musician and professor, Cuba; Raimon Molà, musician, Catalunya; Victor 
Ignacio Moreno, musician, Chile; Azibar Terreros Ulibarri, musician, txalapartari, Basque 

Country, Sendoa Gomez Llanos,  musician, txalapartari, Basque Country; Andoni Gomez 
Llanos, musician, txalapartari, Basque Country; David Espinazo (Bili),  musician, 

txalapartari, Basque Country;   Jon Gotzon Gurrutxaga Ugalde  -  DJ Bull, musician, 

Basque Country;  Mikel Hernandez Urrutia,  musician, txalapartari, Basque Country;  

Gorka Chamorro Azkona,  musician, Basque Country;  Mikel Ugarte Azurmendi, 
musician, txalapartari, Basque Country; Juan José Méndez Palo, artist, Basque Country; 

Sandra Martin Gomez,  Actress, Basque Country;  Sonia Pacho Luengos, fashion 

designer, Spain;   Patxi Arteagabeitia Lezama, musician, txalapartari, Basque Country; 

Silvia Romero,    musician, txalapartari, Basque Country;  Eloísa Otero Merino, poet 

Basque Country; Juan Rafael Álvarez Martínez, painter, Basque Country; Yesica Garcia 
Alegre, writer and independent photographer, Basque Country; David Valles Madariaga, 
DJ, musician, Basque Country; Josu Jimeno Baez, DJ, musician, Basque Country; Iker 
Etxebarria Iza,  dancer, panderojole, Basque Country;  Eztizen Sagastagoia Iztueta, 
dancer, panderojole, Basque Country; Lander Otaola Solatxi, trikitilari, musician, Basque 

Country; Debra Werblud, artist, Italy; Dougie Harrison, former senior Scots Trades Union 

officer and now auld writer; Sandy Watson, musician, Scotland; Sean Michael Wilson, 
graphic novel writer, Scotland; Thomas Davidson, artist, Scotland; Jason Uroquhart, 
marketing “creative”, Scotland; George Gunn, Scottish poet and playwright; Gerry Loose, 
poet and writer, Scotland; Henry Bell, writer, Scotland; Michael Patrick Ennis, artist, 

Scotland; Morag Williams, artist, Australia; Malcolm Fraser, Director, 

Fraser/Livingstone Architects; Barry Graham, Scottish novelist, poet and Zen 

Buddhist monk; Zita Holbourne, Joint National Chair, Artists’ Union England; Theresa 
Easton, Northern Regional Organiser, Artists’ Union England; Gary Merry, actor, writer, 

director; Matt Sedillo, poet, US; Gacheke Gachihi, Mathare Social Justice Centre, Kenya



For more information contact:

Peace in Kurdistan
Campaign for a political solution
of the Kurdish Question

estella@gn.apc.org
peaceinkurdistancampaign.com
facebook.com/peaceinkurdistan1

GLOBAL RIGHTS
globalrights.info

Twitter: @GLOBALRIGHTSMAG
facebook.com/GlobalRightsMagazine
instagram.com/globalrightsmag


